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Restoring
a Classic

Gerry Freeman’s relationship with
Naim goes back to the late 1980s,
when his visits to Loughborough’s
Sound Advice and hi-fi magazine
subscriptions inspired him to
initiate his system around a NAP
250 power amp, eventually adding
a pair of Naim SBL speakers.
‘Sadly, my mother died in 1992. She left
me some money, which I decided I would
rather spend on one thing,’ he recalls.
This saw the purchase of the system that
is now being repaired and restored – a
CDS player, NAC 52 preamp, 2 x NAP 135
power amps and related power supplies.
Gerry has spent his entire life listening
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As his beloved system is restored at our
workshop, Naim spoke to our long-time
customer, audiophile and drummer,
Gerry Freeman

closely to music. ‘I’ve just retired from
50 years as a drummer, so I like to feel as
though I’m sitting in the middle of the
music,’ he says. ‘That’s what I’ve been
lucky enough to do for most of my career.’
‘Once all the relevant components are
replaced, the units are re-assembled.
They are then recalibrated and tested. A
full inspection is conducted against the
wiring copies. Power soak and functional/
listening checks are performed before
they are returned to the customer,’
explains Beverley Haysom, Head of
Service at Naim. ‘It takes at least 12
months to obtain the skills required to
service and repair our classic products.
Concentration and attention to detail

are very important as the orientation of
the components and the re-assembly is
critical for sound quality.’
With retirement comes relocation
to Dorset and Gerry will once again
have the space to do his newly restored
system justice after several years out of
action. ‘I’m not sure what I’ll listen to
first when all is complete; I only know
what a pleasure it will be and I’m looking
forward to it so much.’ With a vast, varied
collection, Freeman is yet to decide what
track will christen this new chapter of
his listening. ‘It just depends what sort of
mood I find myself in on the day.’
naimaudio.com/our-story

Living
with Naim

The heart of Peter Brookes’
enviable system (pictured) is active
Naim amplification – specifically,
a NAC 552 and three NAP 300
power amps. There’s a Linn LP12
turntable, a flagship Naim CD555
CD player and the ND5 XS for
digital music, with Naim XLR
interconnects,
Ovator
S-600
speakers with NAC A5 cables,
and a SNAXO 362 BMR crossover.
‘I bought my very first Naim system in
1994,’ he tells us. ‘Rega Planar 2 turntable,
CDI, NAC 72 and NAP 180 amplifiers.
I always loved the natural “live” sound that
the system presented, which I couldn’t
hear from any other combination. I’ve
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Peter Brookes is a graphic designer, living
in Milton Keynes. Connection spoke to him
about his home system and the role Naim
plays in it

since passed this down to my 16-year-old
son.’ Having drifted away from his hi-fi
habit for ‘a few years’, Brookes’s interest
was reignited eight years ago with a
new turntable purchase and the repair
of his original CDI. ‘It was the catalyst
that ignited the desire to create the best
system that I could afford. Working
closely with Tom Tom Audio of St Albans
who facilitated the kit comparisons,
loans, recommendations and upgrades,
my system was born. The biggest sound
upgrade came from introducing the 552
to the rig which was then capitalised
by going active.’
To demonstrate the system at its best,
Brookes chooses Rush’s track, Tom Sawyer.

‘It’s as though the band are playing in
the living room right in front of you,’ he
explains. ‘Every time I listen to a piece
of music I hear something new, due to
the detail and lush, three-dimensionally
layered sound.’
‘I’m very happy with the system that
I’ve built up over the years. The only
thing that’s tempting is to replace the
interconnects and speaker cable with
the new Super Lumina – I’ll have to get a
demo!’ His words, not ours…
To arrange your own demo,
find your nearest Naim stockist
at naimaudio.com/find-a-retailer
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